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fall to disorder1 and anarchy. But the Greeks do not stay in the Madhyadesa
for long2 and Demetrios is constrained to hasten homeward to extinguish the'con-
flagration set by the wily Eukratides. Necessity compels him to abandon his east-
ern possessions to Menander, who sets himself up as king at Sakala. At this stage
the Yngapurdna comes in. with an interesting event if we accept the reading Sakala
with Professor Dhruva3. Seven stalwarts arise in the Greek camp at Sagala,
an internecine war develops and the Greek leaders meet their doom in the dis-
aster. Then there is another move towards the east, probably under
Menander. Swords are unsheathed, steel cracks under steel, may be near about
Saketa and the east meets the west. There is a storm and then a consequent lull:
the beaten foreign divisions decamp in disorder. And if we are to believe Plu-
tarch that Menander died fighting in camp4, who could indeed his in vincible inve-
terate enemy be, but Pusyamitra? Now the interval between the two Greek in-
vasions must have fallen apart from each other several decades in distance of time.
This would allow the three Mauryan reigns to pass off, the assassination of
the last Mauryan king and the usurpation of the Magadhan throne by Pusyamitra
to be successfully attempted, the first performance of t\\eAsva?vedhato be accom-
plished and a long reign to be established. Then came the vigorous attempt to
reclaim the lost possessions to the dominions of Demetrios on the part of Menander
who considered them his own. both by virtue of his having succeeded to the eastern
possession of Demetrios and by that of his part collaboration in the earlier victory
over Magadha. But his designs were foiled by the Brahmanic veteran, Pus-
yamitra., Patanjali's model of a Brahmanical revivalist. And it was now when
the storm on the west had passed off, the throne of Sakala had lain vacant and the
possessions near about Taxila and the Indus had been rendered uncertain, the
Indian worthy thought of a complete effacement of the enemy and of claiming the
dubious possessions of the Indus as his own. The second A.svamedha followed
in consequence. Vasumitra, the valiant escort of the agile sacrificial horse and
the grandson of the redoubtable Pusyamitra overran the vast tableland of the
Aryavarta and swept past the kingless capital of Sakala and Taxila and crushed the
challenge of the gathering Greeks in a bend of the Indus, the Sindhu of our text,
and thus reiterated the claims of his grandfather as a paramount sovereign of
India. Tarn draws an affinity between the designs of Alexander and Demetrios5
in their projected conquest of India. The analogy may be completed by obser-
ving that it proves true on the Indian side as well. It can be said that just as
Demetrios had Alexander for his model perhaps Pusyamitra also had Candra-
gupta for his. But just as Alexander could accomplish nothing Demetrios'
plans also fell through. It was Menander who had to strive to lay claims to the
possessions of his master, Demetrios, right in. the manner of Seleukos endeavour-
ing to regain possession of the lost dominions of his master, Alexander. But

f%W: tff ^fesqf% ^ sm: 1 tt>id., p. 402, 1. 25.

., p. 403, 1. 42.

3/- B. O. R, S., XVI. I. pp. 20, I. 22.

4 Greeks in Ractria andlndw, p. 228, (Mor^ 821, D.)

5 Ibid., p. 131,